From boatanchors@theporch.com Sun Aug 6 07:41:00 1995 

From: johnmb <johnmb@nando.net> 

Subject: *** Wanted- Howard Rx xxx 

Message-ID: <Pine.SUN.3.91.950805190230.10252A-100000@parsifal.nando.net> 


Looking for a receiver of the above manufacturer 
for my use.... 


Thanks for your help! 
/john 
wb5o0au/4 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sun Aug 6 23:12:00 1995 
From: "Roberta J. Barmore" <rbarmore@indy.net> 
Subject: A Heath part? 

Message-ID: <Pine.3.89.9508060748 . B2502-0100000@indy2> 


Hi! 


Yet another goodie, a small one this time; I'm taking apart a tubed 
homebrew mobile transmitter I recently bought (there is *xnox saving this 
thing, it's pretty well-chewed, way too crowded, full of masking & black 
tape and cold solder joints--*all*x of 'em thus far), and on the front 
panel is a Heathkit meter. 

My bet is this comes from one of their transmitters. Two scales, 0-10 
and 0-50mA, basic movement 1mA FS, illuminated, a 2 3/8" square 
round-cornered Simpson with a half-circle window and marked "The Heath 
Company Benton Harbor, Mich." It's similar to the meter style found on 
Collins S-line gear. Anyone have a notion what it's from? Anybody *xneedx 
one of these for a restoration? I know it's not from a DX-20, I've still 
got the meter from mine (also available if needed xtoxfixxaxDX-20;* a few 
of the knobs survived my adolesence, too). 

Since I have more meters that I will ever need and they're not really 
device-specific unless someone's fixing up a 50kW 1957-model RCA TV 
transmitter for ham use (if so, I don't wanna know!), these Heath meters 
should go live in a Heathkit. I'm sure they'd be happier in familiar 
surroundings! If someone needs them, the price is low--$2.00 and 
shipping sound okay? 


73, 
- -Bobbi 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sun Aug 6 07:41:00 1995 


From: TOM.A.ADAMS@mail.admin.wisc.edu 
Subject: An Unusual Swap Offer 
Message-ID: <F85K5215.F85K5226@mail.admin.wisc.edu> 


to: boatanchors@theporch.com 
Troops, 


With all the talk about key collecting of late, I was reminded of something 
I've been sitting on for quite awhile, and currently want to put back into 
circulation. I think I'd BETTER get rid of it; I need ANOTHER hobby like I need 
<you fill in the blank>. 


While not radio related, it's the kind of thing that radio gizmo freeks are 
fascinated by and fond of, just like a fine key. Besides, if BOATANCHORS is a 
boat, I figure a navigation instrument is essential :-) 


I have what appears to be a Royal Navy sextant, circa WW-1 or before, and 
MOST (not all) of it's accessory telescopes, filters, graticules, etc. 


Overall condition is good, but the fitted mahogany case is pretty beat up. 


I tried to learn to use it; with HO-214 charts and an old copy of Bowditch's 
"American Practical Navigator", I could read latitude fairly well, but my last 
longitude reading (in Madison, Wisconsin) said I was standing somewhere on the 
100 fanthom contour, off the coast of Massachusetts! 


I will entertain swap offers for bugs, old unusual or foreign hand keys, 
or (let's go for broke on this!) an M-42 (Hagelin) military field cipher 
machine, or it's prewar civilian/commercial equivalent (another oddball and 
useless item that would catch the fancy of a ham)! Any other swap offer will 
be at least listened to. 


CASH OFFERS WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED, UNLESS THEY'RE SO OUTRAGEOUSLY OBSCENE 
THAT THEY'LL ALLOW ME TO GET A WHOLE LOT OF NEW KEYS!!! ee) 


Getting in touch with me on this will be a bit tricky. I will be out of 
INTERNET contact for aprox. 10 days, starting at aprox. 0200 EDST, Sunday, 
6 Aug. 95. I MAY (repeat, MAY) be checking my E-mail the morning of 8 Aug. 
956s: 


I will be glad to give more details on the sextant, or send photos if you 
want them. 


I'm curious about what this offering will get in terms of a response. Let 
the message stream commence! :-) 


73's, 


Tom, KITA 


P.S.- If you act quickly, I'll throw in a 1943 copy of Bowditch! <GRIN> 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sun Aug 6 23:12:00 1995 
From: Rolf.Jansson@stax.slu.se 

Subject: anyone having a R-390A from EAC 

Message-ID: <9508061953 .AA26874@nana.slu.se> 


I just want to know anyone having a R-390A from eac 1968 
Regards Rolf 

Rolf Jansson 

Dept. of Forest Survey/Computer section 


Faculty of Forestry Phone: +46 90 166785 
Swedish university of agricultural sciences Fax: +46 90 137929 
S-901 83 Umea Sweden E-mail: Rolf.Jansson@stax.slu.se 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sun Aug 6 07:41:00 1995 

From: Fire Bottle archive handler <firebotl@jackatak.theporch.com> 
Subject: Archive Files now available by ftp! 

Message-ID: <9508051506.aa19168@jackatak.theporch.com> 


Gang- 
Phil has done some work and set up an ftp site: 
ftp.theporch.com 


for you to retreive the archive files (which are gzipped in the ftp 
section) 


The directory is: 


pub/mailing-lists/boatanchors 

73 

Jack, W4PPT/Mobile (75M SSB 2-letter WAS #1657/#1789 -- both all mobile! ;4) 
- - - BoatAnchor Mailing List Archiver/Owner - - - 

firebotl@jackatak.theporch.com iia listown@jackatak.theporch.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sun Aug 6 23:12:00 1995 

From: doonan@cordmc.dnet.etn.com (DENNIS DOONAN X6916 (KG9DO) ) 
Subject: BA sighting at Valparaiso 

Message-ID: <9508061553 . AA28308@etn. com> 


Hello all, 

I was pleasantly surprised by my first visit to the Porter County 
Hamfest in Valparaiso, IN. Lately, any fest at all close to Chicago has 
been full of computers and over-priced "junk". 

This was a small fest with the computer dealers in a building and about 
2 to 3 dozen tailgaiters outside. Prices wre much more realistic than 
at the last few swap meets I was at. 


HQ-110 clean but no audio $40 

HQ-110 with matching speaker, dirty, but not scratched and working $70 

Gonset G66 $60 

Collins amp & VFO--dealer would not state a price after 3 requests-- 
he claimed he was taking the best offer within the next month, 
and he wasn't sure it worked--it belonged to someone else!! 

Knight R55 $50 

Wells Gardner RAO-3 CWQ-46187A dusty but working $40 

RT-19/ARC4 $20 each 

AN/GSC-TI McElroy Code Trainer set with J-37 key and phones $25 
with field case, $20 without case. 

Gonset Communicator II $25 
2 command sets 1 clean, 1 a bit rust $25 each 
SX-100 dirty but claimed to work $90 


Can any one tell me anything about the Wells Gardnet that came home 
with me?? It was Navy contract, but I cannot find much about it in 
my limited military equipment files. 


73 de Dennis, KG9DO 
doonan@cordmc.dnet.etn.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sun Aug 6 07:41:00 1995 
From: Rolf.Jansson@stax.slu.se 

Subject: changes to manualR-390A 

Message-ID: <9508052127 .AA25876@nana.slu.se> 


Hi there anyone having the changes to the manual TM 11-5820-358-35 
for my R-390A/URR by EAC 

001 O3apr75,002 28jun76,003 27may80,004 O01jan88 

I would be glad 

Regards Rolf 


Rolf Jansson 


Dept. of Forest Survey/Computer section 


Faculty of Forestry Phone: +46 90 166785 
Swedish university of agricultural sciences Fax: +46 90 137929 
S-901 83 Umea Sweden E-mail: Rolf.Jansson@stax.slu.se 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sun Aug 6 07:41:00 1995 
From: W3BJZ@aol.com 

Subject: Collins literature 

Message-ID: <950805231158_48897045@aol.com> 


Does anyone have or know of any sales literature (pre S/Line) for sale. 

I would like to obtain any such material for The Collins Journal archives. 
By the way, if anyone on Boatanchors needs to access any Collins materials 
from my archival library, please do not hesitate to contact me concerning 
your needs. 

This research material was contributed by those who wanted a respository for 
others to use. Thank you. Dave, W3BJZ, publisher of the Collins Journal. 
If you want to call me: (814) 487-7468. (home phone) 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sun Aug 6 07:41:00 1995 
From: wendler@tomcat.adc.ray.com (John Wendler) 
Subject: Crystal Grinding 

Message-ID: <9508060728.AA26515@tomcat.adc.ray.com> 


In re: Crystal Grinding... 

Bobbi's summary looked pretty good, from what I remember reading. 
I remember also seeing something about using Hydroflouric Acid 

as an etchant, but would discourage anyone from pursuing this 
option unless they are a trained chemist operating in a proper 
lab with proper garb. HF is absorbed through the skin and goes 
to the bone. All reports indicate that this is extremely painful. 


I looked into crystals at one point from a professional perspective; 
checked into the books and talked with some colleagues who make 

the world's lowest phase noise SAW devices. Suffice to say that 
cleanliness, proper processing, and good materials are all necessary 
to go for "world class." For well made crystals, the differences in 
performance between nitrogen atmosphere, ambient atmosphere, vacuum, 
in a cold weld or resistance weld or a glass package are all very 
noticeable. The presence of a gas will dampen the vibrations, decreasing 
the Q. Contaminents will settle on a crystal, lowering the frequency 
and the Q; this can be part of the aging characteristics ora 
deliberate tuning strategy. Pencil lead, anyone? How about water 
vapor from the atmosphere, and dust in the package? 


You can guess where WWII crystals end up in the general scheme of things, 
as well as crystals for microprocessors, etc that are cranked out by 

the million. We are fortunate that we do not require world class for 
amateur application! 


One book had a calculation of the acceleration that an atom on the 
surface of the crystal suffers... I seem to remember ~1,000,000 G. 
Deflections were on the order of an atomic diameter, if the memory 
hasn't completed faded this morning. I would certainly expect 

the lead to move around over the long term, thus changing the frequency 
slightly. 


I hope this background gives a little insight into why tuning with 
a pencil can sometimes cause problems, both long and short term, as 
well as why some of the old style crystals might require periodic 
cleaning as Bobbi mentioned. 


A common cleaning process in many semiconductor fabs (for grease 
removal) is (was? EPA?) some kind of Trichloro for grease removal, 
followed by methanol for Trico removal, followed by de-ionized 
water for methanol residue removal. The DI water is then baked 
off. I used something similar to this while preparing samples 
(electronic, not insectile) for a scanning electron microscope. 
(There! I got mention of a hollow state device into this post, 

so it's partially legitimized!) 


You may want to consider distilled water from the supermarket 
for the final clean up of your crystal. I know that I would not 
use the water from my faucet to clean it; it's loaded with iron! 


BTW, you may want to check your can of Tuner Cleaner/Degreaser 
ingredients; my can will double for the Trichloro and alcohol steps 
above, even though the ingredients are not exact. 


73 es GL 


John 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sun Aug 6 23:12:00 1995 
From: "R. Dennis Gibbs" <dgibbs@Rational .COM> 

Subject: CU-1382F/FRR Coupler, Antenna 

Message-ID: <Chameleon.4.01.950806111554.dgibbs@> 


Greetings all, 


Does anyone out there have a CU-1382F/FRR Antenna Coupler? This 
seems to be a Navy Military unit, one antenna in, and 8 antenna connections 
out, all via BNC connectors. 


What I am wondering is if anyone has a manual, or specifications on this 

unit. In particular, I am wondering if the unit does any kind of amplification 
of the RF input to make up for any losses that occur when dividing the 

antenna input into 8 outputs. 


Anyone know about this unit? 


Dennis Gibbs 
dgibbs@rational.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sun Aug 6 23:12:00 1995 
From: HAMRLUND@aol.com 

Subject: Re: CU-1382F/FRR Coupler, Antenna 

Message-ID: <950806131121_49125638@aol.com> 


dennis; 
if its any thing like most of those type units it does. i have a TMC 
AMC-6/5/700, 
this unit takes one antenna & devides into 6 receivers, and gives 3db gain. 
not much help for yours but just for the info. 
robert 
the Hammarlund Guy 
From boatanchors@theporch.com Sun Aug 6 23:12:00 1995 
From: bobs@mnsinc.com (Robert A. Sullivan) 
Subject: For Sale 
Message-ID: <199508062027 .UAA14183@ba. com> 
S/1(CX7) Cabinet new in box. $60 + shipping. 


Also have a Bud #1633 split-stator cap (200uf/section). Original Bud sticker 
is still in place. Don't know value so please make an offer. 


73, Bob 
WOYVA 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sun Aug 6 23:12:00 1995 
From: HAMRLUND@aol.com 

Subject: Fwd: £.s.: Hammarlund & cardwell air variables 
Message-ID: <950806163133_49228835@aol .com> 


Forwarded message: 

From: HAMRLUND@aol.com 

Sender: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Reply-to: HAMRLUND@aol.com 

To: boatanchors@theporch.com (Multiple recipients of list) 
From boatanchors@theporch.com Sun Aug 6 07:41:00 1995 
From: Bill VanAlstyne <bill@cruz.com> 

Subject: Great Web page: reconstructing a spark xmtr 
Message-ID: <199508051829 .AA12158@cruz.com> 


Here's a really interesting Web page tech paper from a New Zealand 
university, written by a guy who built a small spark-technology transmitter. 
He presents schematics, photos, ‘scope displays, theory of operation 
analysis, and in-line sound files of the received signals which will 
download and play automatically, if you have Netscape v1.1 or above. 


Unfortunately, the server is a long ways off; access is often slow, and 
sometimes (like right now) it isn't accessible at all. Weekdays seem to be best. 


The URL is: 
http: //newton.otago.ac.nz:808/trol/belrose/spark. html 


This page is part of a larger Web presence called "Radioscientist On-Line", 
a Web-based technical publication sponsored by Otago University. To date, 
this particular paper is the only one to have been made available on the 
Web. It's worth checking out, however: interesting tehnically, and a good 
use of Web audio-visual technology. You will want a relatively spry Net 
connection or a lot of patience, however. :) 


Bill VanAlstyne 
N6FN 
bill@cruz.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sun Aug 6 23:12:00 1995 
From: HAMRLUND@aol.com 

Subject: re: Hammarlund & cardwell air variables/ update 
Message-ID: <950806204952_49377726@aol.com> 


the following have sold: 


5/ CHP = 35.0% cb den Paces $25.00 
1/  HFA-140A............ $ 5.00 


I listed the prices to give you an idea of what I'll take, he offered, it 
sounded ok, so he got them, + shipping of course. 


thanks ( if you missed the post, let me know, i'll FWD the list to you.) 
robert 

the Hammarlund Guy 

From boatanchors@theporch.com Sun Aug 6 23:12:00 1995 

From: SP600@aol.com 

Subject: HEATHKIT MANUAL IT-28 


Message-ID: <950806151827_131765886@aol .com> 


I am in need of a manual for a Heathkit IT-28 capacitor checker. Photo copy 
is fine too. 


Many thanks 


Charlie N9SOR 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sun Aug 6 23:12:00 1995 

From: "Tony Stalls (K4KY0O)" <j38@clark.net> 

Subject: Re: HEATHKIT MANUAL IT-28 

Message-ID: <Pine.SOL.3.91.950806154606 .29622A-100000@clark.net> 


On Sun, 6 Aug 1995 SP600@aol.com wrote: 


> I am in need of a manual for a Heathkit IT-28 capacitor checker. Photo copy 
> is fine too. 


W7FG Manuals has it for $12. 800-807-6146 
73, 


Tony 
K4KYO 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sun Aug 6 07:41:00 1995 
From: Henry van Cleef <vancleef@bga.com> 

Subject: Herding cats at swapfests 

Message-ID: <199508052059 .PAA02467@zoom.bga.com> 


Bobbi was right. I got a pair of Tek 310 scopes last fall, and now I'm 
swimming in 530/540 scopes and letter series plugins. I left my pickup 
parked in the wrong place at the Austin Summerfest, and a whole bunch 
of stuff opened up the tailgate and climbed in. I wondered why that 
pickup rode like a limo all the way home. Should have put more air in 
the tires. I think one is an (ugh!) Hickok 545 wannabe. 


Well, if scopes are like cats, VTVM's are like gerbils. A bunch of 
them (mostly Hewpy 400's) sneaked in as packing material for the 
scopes. Also some audio generators. 


Arggh! Nobody was selling any toobs. I went down there to get some 
toobs. While I was looking for toobs, all this other stuff walked over 
to my pickup and made itself at home. 


No comment about the Meissner Signal Shifters that hid themselves under 
the boxes of letter-series plugins. 

KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KK KKK KKK KKK KEKE KKK EKER KKK 

Hank van Cleef vancleef@bga.com vancleef@tmn.com 

KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KK KKK KKK KEK KKK KERR KK IK 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sun Aug 6 23:12:00 1995 

From: Dave Creek <dcreek@pixi.com> 

Subject: Re: Herding cats at swapfests 

Message-ID: <Pine.PCW.3.91.950806053446 .9015A-100000@berniceO3.pixi.com> 


On Sat, 5 Aug 1995, Henry van Cleef wrote: 

Bobbi was right. I got a pair of Tek 310 scopes last fall, and now I'm 
swimming in 530/540 scopes and letter series plugins. I left my pickup 
parked in the wrong place at the Austin Summerfest, and a whole bunch 
of stuff opened up the tailgate and climbed in. I wondered why that 
pickup rode like a limo all the way home. Should have put more air in 
the tires. I think one is an (ugh!) Hickok 545 wannabe. 


VV VV VV 


Two caviats about the Hickok 545 Wannabe (Hickok 1805) 


1. I saw several of these were someone at the factory had failed to 
solder the ceramic strips that held components. This made for some 
interesting, vibration induced intermittent problems. ;-( 


2. Hickok used a small aluminum box containing a string of NE-2 type neon 
bulbs embedded in a clear potting compound as a VR device on the output 
of the HV supply. I ran into one of these that was light sensitive. With 
the side covers off, the scope worked fine. Put the covers on and no HV. 
Took a while to find this one! <grin> 


Hope this helps someone, 


Dave Creek, NH6BA 
Ewa Beach, HI 
dcreek@pixi.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sun Aug 6 23:12:00 1995 
From: Henry van Cleef <vancleef@bga.com> 

Subject: Re: Herding cats at swapfests 

Message-ID: <199508061643 .LAA13034@zoom.bga.com> 


As Dave Creek said 


Two caviats about the Hickok 545 Wannabe (Hickok 1805) 


1. I saw several of these were someone at the factory had failed to 
solder the ceramic strips that held components. This made for some 
interesting, vibration induced intermittent problems. ;-( 


2. Hickok used a small aluminum box containing a string of NE-2 type neon 
bulbs embedded in a clear potting compound as a VR device on the output 
of the HV supply. I ran into one of these that was light sensitive. With 
the side covers off, the scope worked fine. Put the covers on and no HV. 
Took a while to find this one! <grin> 


VVVVV VV VV VV VV NW 


Dunno how much I will do with that Hickock 545 wannabe. I recall 
evaluating the Hickock and Lavoie imitation 545's when I worked for 
Tek, and that they were pretty much electronic junk, with some crude 
attempts to work around some patented Tek circuits. 


The two CA plugins I have aren't Tek units. They have Air Force 
nameplates on them, indicating that they were made by "MFR: 35225" 
Does anyone have manufacturer reference list. I assume they'd be 
either Hickock or Lavoie. They didn't come with the Hickock scope. 
One is yellow-tagged (used-serviceable), so there's a chance I can get 
a usable CA out of them. One has Tek matched tubes in it (!!!!). I 


have genuine Tek K plugins coming out of my ears, so may pirate parts 
out of a couple of them to turn these CA wannabes into 
wannabes-with-Tek parts. 


KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKEKKKKKKKKEKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKK 


Hank van Cleef vancleef@bga.com vancleef@tmn.com 
KKEKKKKKKKKKKKKKEKKKKKKKKKKKKKKEKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKEKK 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sun Aug 6 07:41:00 1995 
From: n5off@wS5ddl.aara.org 

Subject: High Prices, Protest with your Feet 
Message-ID: <149718@w5ddl.aara.org> 


See Subject . 


I do this everytime I see an SP-600 listed for $750. I am not the least bit 
concerned if someone actually buys it just because he can afford it. 


You lady and gentlemen should not lose sight of the fact that there are 
other sources of BA's than this group, ER, Collins Journal, etc. There 
are also your local garage sales, want ads, etc, that have not been 
influenced by Internet hype or other things. 


Bottom line is that things that are not very rare (like R-390A's, SP-600's 
, Hally's, etc) are not worth a whole lot. Don't expend a lot of wind 
when someone pays a high price for something. Maybe their time is worth 

a lot of $$ and can't afford to shop much. 


The right rig will come along at the right price eventually, until then, 
protest with your feet. 


No charge for the advice... :-) 

73 de tom 

From boatanchors@theporch.com Sun Aug 6 23:12:00 1995 
From: "Colin Schmutter" <Colin.Schmutter> 

Subject: Items for sale 

Message-ID: <199508070112.SAA03734@mozart.bcit.bc.ca> 


For sale, 


1. Trio 9R-4 communications receiver. 


This a Japanese receiver with 9 tubes and covers 550 KHz to 30 MHz in 
4 bands. 


This is an AM receiver with BFO. 
Has RF stage and two IF stages. 
Quite compact for a tube radio. 
Looks to be about mid to late 50's vintage 


The condition is excellent 


2. AWA Radiotron Designer's Handbook 3rd Edition 

Excellent condition. 

3. Drake R-4A receiver with manual. 

Excellent condition 

4. Zenith 3000-1 transoceanic radio. 

Very good condition. 

If interested in any of the above please reply with offer to 
cschmutter@bcit.bc.ca 

Colin 

VE7CQH 

From boatanchors@theporch.com Sun Aug 6 23:12:00 1995 

From: n5off@w5ddl.aara.org 

Subject: J-38 Key FS 

Message-ID: <150369@w5ddl.aara.org> 

Since I became an Advanced Class no code ham, and am cleaning stuff out, 
I have the above key FS. It is by ARTEC. The only markings are 


ARTEC on the frame, and these on the base -TEL- -LINE- J38 


73 de tom 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sun Aug 6 07:41:00 1995 


From: Bill VanAlstyne <bill@cruz.com> 
Subject: Re: lamps on meters R-390A 
Message-ID: <199508051924 .AA12256@cruz.com> 


At 04:42 AM 8/4/95 -0500, you wrote: 
>Hi I am just wondering are there/or should it be light on my meters (R-390A), 
>I can't find any on the schema, just for the mech dial. 


Rolf, I imagine you have probably received other responses to this question, 
but thought I would answer anyway. :) The meters in an R-390A are 
radioactively fluorescent, with the needle and scale painted with radium (or 
something similar) paint, like the old watch and clock dials of the 30s and 
40s. I have xheard*x that the glass in these meters is coated to minimize 
outward radiation from the dials, but I don't know if this is actually true. 
Someone else on the list could doubtless confirm or refute that. In any 
case, the amount of radiation emitted is quite low. 


I can think of three possible justifications for omitting meter lamps from 
the design: 


a) During night operation when illumination is required, visibility of the 
frequency display is *necessary*x; visibility of the meters is not. 


b) The use of incandescent light on the panel should be held to the minimum 
level required so as not to present excessive enemy visibility during 
blackout conditions. 


c) The lamps in the frequency display housing are very easy to replace with 
just a screwdriver (which was clipped to the back of the set). And, there 
are xtwox freq display lamps: if one fails, the display is easily readable 
in the dark with only one lamp operating. An internal meter lamp would 
probably have no back-up, and might well be difficult to replace under field 
conditions in any case. 


This is all speculation on my part... Maybe right, maybe not. Standard 
disclaimers apply. :) 


Bill VanAlstyne 
N6FN 
bill@cruz.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sun Aug 6 07:41:00 1995 

From: "Tony Stalls (K4KY0O)" <j38@clark.net> 

Subject: Re: lamps on meters R-390A 

Message-ID: <Pine.SOL.3.91.950805155336.8494B-100000@clark.net> 


On Sat, 5 Aug 1995, Bill VanAlstyne wrote: 


At 04:42 AM 8/4/95 -0500, you wrote: 
>Hi I am just wondering are there/or should it be light on my meters (R-390A), 
>I can't find any on the schema, just for the mech dial. 


Rolf, I imagine you have probably received other responses to this question, 
but thought I would answer anyway. :) The meters in an R-390A are 
radioactively fluorescent, with the needle and scale painted with radium (or 
something similar) paint, like the old watch and clock dials of the 30s and 
40s. I have xheard* that the glass in these meters is coated to minimize 
outward radiation from the dials, but I don't know if this is actually true. 
Someone else on the list could doubtless confirm or refute that. In any 
case, the amount of radiation emitted is quite low. 


VV VV VV VV VV VV 


Bill and all, 
Another of the pages omitted from the Fair Radio R-390A "partial" manual 
is the radition warning. Judging from the precautions, it's no wonder 
that the property disposal people removed the meters before releasing 
them. 
With apologies for my typos, it says: 
WARNING 
RADIATION HAZARD 
(2-1/2 " diameter radiation symbol) 
RADIOACTIVE MATERIAL 


CONTROLLED DISPOSAL REQUIRED 
ACCOUNTABILITY NOT REQUIRED 


Audio level meter Ra 226 0.69uCi 6625-00-669-0769 
Audio level meter Ra 226 0.40uCi 6625-00-669-0779 


Electron Tube OA2WA 5960-00-503-4880 


EEVC U 238 Q.1uCi 
CBS Hytron Ni 63 @.5uCi 
Raytheon Co 60 @.2uCi 


Radiation Hazard Information: The following radiation hazard information 
must be read and understood by all personnel before operatin or repairing 
the Radio Receiver R-390A/URR. Hazardous radioactive materials are 


present in the above listed components of R-390A/URR. 


The components are potentially hazardous when broken. See qualified 
medical personnel and the local Radiological Protection Officer (RPO) 
immediately, if you are exposed to or cut by broken components. 


First aid instructions are contained in TB 43-0116, TB 42-0122, and AR 
755-15. 


NEVER place radioactive components in your pocket. 


Use extreme care NOT to break radioactive components while handling 
them. 


NEVER remove radioactive components from cartons until you are ready to 
use them. 


If any of these components are broken, notify the local RPO immediately. 
The RPO will survey the immediate area for radiological contamination and 
will supervise the removal of broken components. 


The above listed radioactive components will not be repaired or 
disassembled. Disposal of broken, unservicable, or unwanted radioactive 
components will be accomplished in accordance with instructions in AR 
755-15. 


<END> 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sun Aug 6 07:41:00 1995 
From: ad184@rgfn.epcc.Edu (Dale N Richardson) 

Subject: Looking for VFO 

Message-ID: <9508060407.AA28423@rgfn.epcc.Edu> 


Hi BA'ites. I'm looking for a Globe 755-A VFO (80-10 M) to 
go with a Globe Scout Xmtr. Will consider different vfo's 
as long as they work. I'm willing to trade what have you 
or pay cash. Thanks and 73, 

Dale, AA5XE 

Ph (915) 821-3472 

email ad184@rgfn.epcc.edu 


Dale N. Richardson 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sun Aug 6 07:41:00 1995 

From: "Tony Stalls (K4KY0)" <j38@clark.net> 

Subject: Re: Looking for VFO 

Message-ID: <Pine.SOL.3.91.950806011042 .13786B-100000@clark.net> 


On Sat, 5 Aug 1995, Dale N Richardson wrote: 


> Hi BA'ites. I'm looking for a Globe 755-A VFO (80-10 M) to 
> go with a Globe Scout Xmtr. Will consider different vfo's 
> as long as they work. 


Dale, 


I'm sure you already know this, but just in case you don't, the Heath and 
Johnson VFO's don't work with the Globe Scout. The Scout uses a 6V6 
oscillator and they require a lot of drive. I had a Globe Scout 680 back 
when they first came out and I recall that except for the Meissner Signal 
Shifter, the Globe VFO was the only one on the market that would provide 
sufficient drive. 


Good luck & 73, 
Tony 
K4KYO 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sun Aug 6 23:12:00 1995 
From: Henry van Cleef <vancleef@bga.com> 

Subject: Meissner Signal Shifters 

Message-ID: <199508061631.LAA12477@zoom.bga.com> 


Part of my "haul" from the Austin Summerfest was three Meissner Signal 
Shifters. I've now had a chance to take a little look at them and get 
some idea of what I have. I also took a look at the April ER article 
on these gizzies. 


Two of these are the postwar EX jobs. One has a good case, but has 
been modified extensively and has a very rusty chassis. The other has 
no case, and has had some parts pirated from it, but the chassis are 
very clean (the power supply and RF deck are on separate chassis). I 
think I've got "one good one" and a pile of spares from these. 


The other unit, except for a lot of dust, looks like it's hardly been 


used, and will clean up to museum condition. It is a prewar "Deluxe" 
model with the National dial, which the ER article says is a 1942 
model. It has ST bulb "G" tubes throughout, all Sylvania, and I 
suspect these are the originals. Tucked in one side was an instruction 
sheet (a piece of 11 x 17 card stock folded to make four pages) saying 
it is for models 9-1077 through 9-1080 (four model nos.) but I don't 
see anything on either the sheet or the box to tell which model I have. 
The unit shown in the ER article has a coil storage box in it, which 
mine does not have, and there is a comment about a red jeweled pilot 
light, which isn't shown on the schematic I have and isn't on the box. 


The ER article says the prewar units are drifty. Anybody know why? 

The thing has two VR tubes in it, and I don't see anything that should 
keep it from being fairly stable once it is warmed up---maybe the 100pf 
oscillator grid cap needs an NPO. 


For the EX unit, I have one 160 meter strip, with the oscillator 
(front) coil missing. Any suggestions on finding a strip with this 
coil? Also need to know what rectifier the EX unit is supposed to use. 
One has a pair of 5Y3's in it; the other has a 5R4 and an octal plug-in 
FP cap in the other socket, with what looks like a replacement (huge, 
probably lotsa volts) power transformer. Probably should look around 
and find at least a schematic and P/L for the EX job. 


Any notes and comments on Signal Shifters from wizards on these things. 
They look to be dirt simple, so I'll probably have them up and running 
on dummy loads once I get them ohmed out and looking good electrically 
and mechanically. 

KK IK KK KKK KAI IK IKK III IKI IK III II IKK III III III KIKI IIIA IK 


Hank van Cleef vancleef@bga.com vancleef@tmn.com 
KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKAKK 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sun Aug 6 07:41:00 1995 
From: HAMRLUND@aol.com 

Subject: Re: Military Key - Help 

Message-ID: <950805143626_48645598@aol . com> 


Help, whatta ya mean Help, whats it to heavy? or what? :-  )) 
robert 
From boatanchors@theporch.com Sun Aug 6 07:41:00 1995 


From: Fire Bottle archive handler <firebotl@jackatak.theporch.com> 
Subject: New BA Wanted/For Sale list available 


Message-ID: <9508051510.aa19228@jackatak.theporch.com> 
Gang- 


The latest (re-revised edition of the BA Wanted/For Sale listings was 
uploaded late last night and is ready now in both the new ftp area and 
the regular email directories... 


To get the archive files by email: 
send mail to: 
listproc@theporch.com 

and in the body: 

index boatanchors 

and/or 


get boatanchors <file name> 


end your message with a line of TWO or more '-' like this 

and that will terminate the scan for commands. 

Thanks and enjoy... 

73 

Jack, W4PPT/Mobile (75M SSB 2-letter WAS #1657/#1789 -- both all mobile! ;4) 
- - - BoatAnchor Mailing List Archiver/Owner - - - 

firebotl@jackatak.theporch.com ao listown@jackatak.theporch.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sun Aug 6 07:41:00 1995 

From: "Tony Stalls (K4KY0O)" <j38@clark.net> 

Subject: Re: Obsolete in no time... 

Message-ID: <Pine.SOL.3.91.950805144427 .24699A-100000@clark.net> 


On Sat, 5 Aug 1995 FRANCIS4@AppleLink.Apple.COM wrote: 


Bill Fuqua said: "There is a problem now today which will make 
impossible to restore future boat anchors...That is that many products 
have one time programmable processors in them or have e-prom or eeprom. 
These devices in the future may be unavaliable." 


VV VV WV 


Already bit me big time; I got an AOR CW Decoder at a swap fest and 
blew it's sandy little brains out by mistake. (The Drake did it!) Now I 
can't find anybody who can fix it and AOR USA doesn't know about it 
because it's from the inscrutable East... > > > -df 


VVV MV 


I was over at EEB today and mentioned the expiring irreplacable chips and 
the manager said they've run across that with Jetsam rigs too. He cited a 
story about an Icom R-71 (?) that crapped out on a customer because of 

the propietary chip expiring and had to go back to Icom. 


The obvious solution: R-390A/URR! 


73, 
Tony 
K4KYO 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sun Aug 6 07:41:00 1995 
From: Bill VanAlstyne <bill@cruz.com> 

Subject: Re: Obsolete in no time... 

Message-ID: <199508051900.AA12210@cruz.com> 


At 11:21 AM 8/5/95 -0500, Francis, Dexter wrote: 

>Bill Fuqua said: "There is a problem now today which will make impossible to 
>restore future boat anchors...That is that many products have one time 
>programmable processors in them or have e-prom or eeprom. These devices in the 
>future may be unavaliable." 

> 

>Already bit me big time; I got an AOR CW Decoder at a swap fest and blew it's 
>sandy little brains out by mistake. (The Drake did it!) Now I can't find 
>anybody who can fix it and AOR USA doesn't know about it because it's from the 
>inscrutable East... 


This is an interesting commentary on the evolutionary path the electronic 
technologies are taking. I have worked in computer-related engineering for 
more than 20 years, and the price/availability of electronic components goes 
through a very clear cycle of stages. The cycle starts with non-existence, 
moves through design, prototype, high-cost limited availability, 
declining-cost widespread availability, rising-cost obsolescence with 
limited availability, complete unavailability, and back to virtual 
non-existence. This cycle used to last anywhere from ten to perhaps fifteen 
years; it is getting shorter and shorter, to the point where a device's 
obsolescence is now alrady assured before it even becomes widely available 
on the market -- depending on what you're dealing with. 


Extrapolating this a bit, it seems to me that the existence of a "golden 


age" in any technology -- and I think we must define that term very broadly, 
as a whole paradigm rather than just, for example, "radio" or "computers" -- 
comes into being shortly after the emergence of the technology, lasts for 
some short period of time, and then vanishes, never to occur again within 
the same technological paradigm. It might be interesting to speculate on why 
that is (*if* it is), but I shan't bore anyone further with my 
quasi-philosophical meanderings. :) I think, however, that the whole idea of 
a "boatanchor" hobby as we presently know it will probably not exist beyond 
the generation of equipment with which we are presently involved -- i.e., 
that which was manufactured during the first 50 years of this technology's 
cycle. It is also unlikely, in my view, that the opportunity to actually 
xusex this equipment on the air will last much longer than the lifetimes of 
those of us who are currently involved in the hobby, though I may be a 
little overly-pessimistic on this one. Time will tell, I'm sure. 


Any opinions yea or nay? Flame suit on... :) 


Bill VanAlstyne 
N6FN 
bill@cruz.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sun Aug 6 07:41:00 1995 

From: johnmb <johnmb@nando.net> 

Subject: Re: Obsolete in no time... 

Message-ID: <Pine.SUN.3.91.950805164240 .27908A-100000@parsifal.nando.net> 


Bill, I guess I am curious as to why you say we will not be able to 
use our gear, beyond the immediate future? 


/john 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sun Aug 6 07:41:00 1995 
From: Bill VanAlstyne <bill@cruz.com> 

Subject: Re: Obsolete in no time... 

Message-ID: <199508060618 .AA12962@cruz.com> 


At 03:46 PM 8/5/95 -0500, johnmb wrote: 

> 

> Bill, I guess I am curious as to why you say we will not be able to 
>use our gear, beyond the immediate future? 


Hi John, 


Well, first of all, I didn't say "immediate future"... When I wrote: 


>It is also unlikely, in my view, that the opportunity to actually 

>xusex this equipment on the air will last much longer than the lifetimes of 
>those of us who are currently involved in the hobby, though I may be a 
>little overly-pessimistic on this one.... 


..Ll was thinking in terms of probably another 20 to 30 years. I don't know 
if that's what you would call "immediate" or not... :) But in any case, what 
I had in mind was the fact that communications technology continues to 
evolve at an ever-increasing rate of change. Though one can't of course 
forecast the future with any certainty, I think it is at least arguable that 
one or both the following could come to pass within that time frame: 


a) Fixed-frequency/single-frequency RF communications in the HF spectrum 
will be either proscribed by international treaty due to bandwidth demands 
(just as spark transmission was proscribed once narrow-band carrier-based 
modes become possible), or 


b) it will be supplanted by more advanced technologies which become so 
ubiquitous that there will simply be no "culture" left within which 
operating old-style equipment will seem attractive or desireable to the 
hobbyists of that future time -- if indeed RF-based communications is still 
seen as being a "hobby". 


I can certainly *imaginex a future 30 years hence wherein xneitherx of these 
things occurs, and ham radio as we know it still exists, complete with a 
cadre of people of the next generation who, like ourselves, continue to 
maintain and operate hollow-state gear from the mid-20th century. 
Intuitively, however, I doubt it. Just my take on it, you understand, but I 
doubt it. 


Of course, the hobby of xcollectingx antique stuff has been around for 
centuries, and will probably continue in the same basic vein, so old radios 
will no doubt continue to be pursued by collectors. However, if those old 
radios are xfunctionally*x surpassed to the point where they can no longer be 
operated, that really changes the flavor of the hobby quite a bit. I think 
that's basically what I was thinking about. 


Oh, well, all idle speculation. :) I just think we may all well be ina 
unique situation right now, and I for one am glad we're all able to enjoy 
this phase of the evolution of radio as we do. 


Bill VanAlstyne 
N6FN 
bill@cruz.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sun Aug 6 23:12:00 1995 

From: johnmb <johnmb@nando.net> 

Subject: Re: Obsolete in no time... 

Message-ID: <Pine.SUN.3.91.950806073828 .1125B-100000@parsifal.nando.net> 


On Sun, 6 Aug 1995, Bill VanAlstyne wrote: 
[snip] 


VV VV V WV 


VV VV VV 


VV VV WV 


a) Fixed-frequency/single-frequency RF communications in the HF spectrum 
will be either proscribed by international treaty due to bandwidth demands 
(just as spark transmission was proscribed once narrow-band carrier-based 
modes become possible), or 


Satellite and UHF/VHF seems the rage, with pressure for bandwidth 
raging in that area... but is there really a push for HF? 


b) it will be supplanted by more advanced technologies which become so 
ubiquitous that there will simply be no "culture" left within which 
operating old-style equipment will seem attractive or desireable to the 
hobbyists of that future time -- if indeed RF-based communications is still 
seen as being a "hobby". 


I can see your point here Bill, though more from societal pressures 
than technological. Radio takes a certain amount of work, and is 
older technology. Neither of which now, are popular, to any great 
degree. On the other hand, CW is alive and vibrant, despite 

its bad PR and lack of "glitz". 


I can certainly *imaginex a future 30 years hence wherein xneitherx of these 
things occurs, and ham radio as we know it still exists, complete with a 
cadre of people of the next generation who, like ourselves, continue to 
maintain and operate hollow-state gear from the mid-20th century. 
Intuitively, however, I doubt it. Just my take on it, you understand, but I 
doubt it. 


I may see this as MORE likely. People who buy a transceiver, 
operate it with little more understanding of the technology, 

and CULTURE of radio, may indeed get bored quickly with the 
hobby, and shelve their radios (providing a silicon goldmine of 
little used Icom FPGAs, to be mined by future generations! ? :-)) 
Folks who REALLY love radio, the technology, AND the fraternity, 
may keep the firebottle glowing ad infinitum, the ARRL, FCC, 

and Icomwoodsu notwithstanding. 


Of course, the hobby of xcollectingx antique stuff has been around for 
centuries, and will probably continue in the same basic vein, so old radios 
will no doubt continue to be pursued by collectors. However, if those old 
radios are xfunctionally* surpassed to the point where they can no longer be 


> operated, that really changes the flavor of the hobby quite a bit. I think 
> that's basically what I was thinking about. 


I think thats probably already happened to a degree. Both culturally 
and technically, we of the drifty VFOs, glowing modulators and 

brass keys already shift in and out of the passbands of our 

solid state brethren. 


Oh, well, all idle speculation. :) I just think we may all well be ina 
unique situation right now, and I for one am glad we're all able to enjoy 
this phase of the evolution of radio as we do. 


VV VV 


Bill VanAlstyne 
N6FN 
bill@cruz.com 


VVV WV 


Good topic Bill! I'm enjoying the ride too. Its very fortunate 
we have this modern network anarchy called internet, to meet, 

share with and learn from others of a similar tweak. BA's ARE 

radio. :-) 


/john wb5oau 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sun Aug 6 23:12:00 1995 
From: Bill VanAlstyne <bill@cruz.com> 

Subject: Re: Obsolete in no time... 

Message-ID: <199508062308 .AA14535@cruz.com> 


At 07:59 AM 8/6/95 -0400, johnmb wrote: 

>On Sun, 6 Aug 1995, Bill VanAlstyne wrote: 

>[snip] 

>> 

>> a) Fixed-frequency/single-frequency RF communications in the HF spectrum 
>> will be either proscribed by international treaty due to bandwidth demands 
>> (just as spark transmission was proscribed once narrow-band carrier-based 
>> modes become possible), or 


>> 
> Satellite and UHF/VHF seems the rage, with pressure for bandwidth 
> raging in that area... but is there really a push for HF? 


This is a salient point, which I thought of, actually, as I wrote it -- but 


decided not to raise it... :) I suppose it could occur that HF is simply 
deserted by mainstream communications services, leaving it xallx to the 
"amateurs"... Isn't xthat*x an interesting notion! 


> Good topic Bill! I'm enjoying the ride too. Its very fortunate 


> we have this modern network anarchy called internet, to meet, 
> share with and learn from others of a similar tweak. BA's ARE 
> radio. :-) 


Well, we two seem to be the only ones discussing it, so I figure I'll post 
this to you privately before I start looking like flame-bait. :) This topic 
isn't exactly germane to BA hardware and use thereof, so I think I'll quit 
while I'm ahead. 


Thanks for the thoughtful responses, John. 


Bill, N6FN 
bill@cruz.com 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sun Aug 6 23:12:00 1995 
From: don merz <71333.144@compuserve.com> 

Subject: Paddle, AM-2 FS 

Message-ID: <950806225059_71333.144_ DHQ28-1@CompuServe. COM> 


For Sale 


CONTACT: Don Merz, N3RHT: 47 Hazel Drive, Pittsburgh, PA 15228. 
412-234-8819 (weekdays, EST or leave a message anytime). 
71333 .144@compuserve.com 


WANTED 


Manual for Hallicrafters SX-62B 

Matching speaker for Hallicrafters SX-62B 

Information: What was military headset HS-16A used with? These things are 
weird--dated 1953 but with cloth headband, cloth cord and pin jacks 
instead of a phone plug. Made by Wm. J. Murdock Co., Chelsea Mass. 


FOR SALE 


RCA Radiotron Designers Handbook, 3rd edition, 1941. Naer-mint. $26 

Philmore "pure-Tone" headphones, cloth cord and headband in very good 
condition. Pin-jacks. $8 

Heathkit AM-2 "Reflected Power and SWR Bridge." Dirty, disconnected wires 
inside that I think are supposed to go to some (missing) diodes. But no 
holes, nice case and front panel. Should clean up to excellent condition. $11 
Half dead? Or Half alive? Millitary batteries BA-270/U for the PRC-6 
walkie-talkie. All sections seem to be okay except the 90 volt section 
which is dead. Brand new, unused. Slide right in to your PRC-6. 

10 to sell: $2.50 each. 

Ham Radio Center Ham-key iambic paddle. Small black wrinkle base with chrome 


metal parts and red plastic parts. Looks and works excellent. $35 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sun Aug 6 23:12:00 1995 

From: "Tony Stalls (K4KY0O)" <j38@clark.net> 

Subject: Re: Paddle, AM-2 FS 

Message-ID: <Pine.SOL.3.91.950806201515 .24660A-100000@clark.net> 


On Sun, 6 Aug 1995, don merz wrote: 


> WANTED 
> 
> Manual for Hallicrafters SX-62B 


For a reproduction for $15, W7FG Manuals, 800-807-6146 


73, 
Tony 
K4KYO 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sun Aug 6 07:41:00 1995 
From: Rolf.Jansson@stax.slu.se 

Subject: R-390A questions and lamps 

Message-ID: <9508052222 .AA26348@nana.slu.se> 


I'll thank you all for helping me with my questions about my R-390A, 
and my meters doesn't shine in the dark, and I am not opening them. 
Regards Rolf 

Rolf Jansson 

Dept. of Forest Survey/Computer section 


Faculty of Forestry Phone: +46 90 166785 
Swedish university of agricultural sciences Fax: +46 90 137929 
S-901 83 Umea Sweden E-mail: Rolf.Jansson@stax.slu.se 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sun Aug 6 23:12:00 1995 
From: Steven Wilson <randyw@crl.com> 
Subject: Russian Radio's ? 


Message-ID: <Pine.SUN.3.91.950806172134 .8712B-100000@cr114.cr1.com> 


Anyone know of a source of USSR boatanchors ? They had to have similiar 
units to the R390a, maybe even a copy. If they copied the 6L6 would 
think they would have some nice firebottle receivers. 


Anyone know anything about specs, mfr (model numbers), etc.. Maybe we 
could get a entire cargo container of 1960 - 1975 units ? 


They built some nice airplanes so one would expect some nice receivers 
also. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sun Aug 6 07:41:00 1995 
From: n6énae@ix.netcom.com (Richard Humphrey ) 

Subject: Simpson questions: 

Message-ID: <199508052128.0AA12958@1x4.ix.netcom.com> 


First, I'm looking at the 9/52 issue of Radio Electronics magazine. 
Here's an ad for the Simpson 303 VTVM. It looks identical to the 
venerable 260 VOM, except it's not. There are two Amphenol mic 
connectors (you know the kind that never stay tight) in the bottom 
corners where the banana jacks used to be. And it says "Vacuum tube 
voltmeter" on the meter face. I've never seen one of these. Are they 
rare, or have I been leading a sheltered life? Anybody have one? 


Second, I was at the local electronics emporium this morning and looked 
at their 260 VOM in the display case. Has this gone through a recent 
round of 'cheapening'???? It looked like a poor Taiwan clone. 

'Simpson' was still stamped on the case, but the number 260 was now 
applied with a stick-on paper label! The function switch '‘off' 
position was similarly labeled with stick on paper. What gives? 
Another American icon heading down the toilet? Say it ain't so. 
Richard 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sun Aug 6 07:41:00 1995 
From: haynes@cats.ucsc.edu (Jim Haynes) 

Subject: Speaking of parts no longer available 
Message-ID: <199508051914 .MAA18901@hobbes. UCSC .EDU> 


(this may be a partial duplicate - lost modem connection while I was composing 
a message) 


I decided last night to be surprised that during the heyday of vacuum tubes 
there were so many different types in the catalog concurrently. Modern 


management attitudes seem to be to discontinue slower-moving items, even if 
they are still profitable, to concentrate manufacturing resources on faster- 
moving items that are more profitable. The tube situation resembles more 

the breakfast cereal or cigarette business, where total sales for the industry 
are only going to be so much, so you proliferate brands/types to try to grab 
more shelf space and therefore more market share. 


There's also the consideration of startup cost to introduce a new type, 

and the risk that engineers may ignore it for new designs; and there's the 
matter of economic order quantity for types not in continuous production. 
Seems, too, that there are things which could have been done to simplify 
the situation and were not. For instance, they could have made nothing but 
5Y3GT bottles and put octal bases on them and called them 5Y3GTs or put 
4-pin bases on them and called them 80s. 


Now if anyone would want old types discontinued fast it would be the radio 
and TV set manufacturers, since they benefit when the older models in the 
field are unrepairable. 


So does anybody know why the tube industry was run the way it was? 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sun Aug 6 07:41:00 1995 
From: FRANCIS4@AppleLink.Apple.COM (Francis, Dexter) 
Subject: The "What's appropriate" ? 

Message-ID: <807688184.8512249@AppleLink.Apple.COM> 


Permit me to throw my nickel's worth (inflation being what is is...)into the 
"what's appropriate to discuss here" thread... 


I consider myself a neophyte to this BA stuff. Being born in '53, my awareness 
of electronics came on line just as the transistor was really coming into it's 
own. My Dad was learning about tubes from DeVry Tech, but I was reading about 
solid state devices in school and was excited about the level of 
miniaturization and power reduction possible with transistors. 


Now, I'd like to make a point. This group is a tremendous resource for me. 
There is an incredible (really!) pool of knowledge here - and not just on B.A. 
related topics. Might I suggest that when a question comes up that may be "out 
of bounds" that the reply simply be taken off line via personal e-mail? 


I must admit that my "collection" includes discrete transistor gear that was 
produced concurrently with last generation BA gear. (a Drake SPR-4, for 
example.) I'm sure that there are members of this group who's knowledge 
applies across the spectrum of hollow state and solid state. (In the final 
analysis, a plate is a collector, a grid is a base and an anode is an emitter. 
The biggest difference is that in one application the electrons travel tru a 
vacuum and the other they travel thru a crystal lattice. And don't forget that 


a cat whisker is a diode, after all.) I'd hate to think that we're so focused 
on tubes that we won't allow even the xaskingx of a non "BA" question. I 
Sincerely hope that if the day comes that I need to ask this group for help in 
understanding a particular circuit, be it an oscillator, detector, amp or 
whatever, that the first part of the reply won't be; "Does it have a tube in 
it?" (Actually, I have one now, but it will wait...) 


Those who forget the mistakes of the past are doomed to repeat them partly due 
to the lack of diligence of those who could have contributed to the past's 
preservation. I see this group partly as conservators of a piece of that past. 
I hope it's not so narrow in focus that it's becomes exclusive. 


[BTW - I started on (and still am on) the Solid State Radio list (as far as I 
know) before coming over here, (at Don Merz' invitation) but the activity 
xtherex is non-existant. Ye BA OMs and YLs may be about "old stuff", but 
you're still mighty active, and I am very greatful for it.] 


-df£, NOYLJ (6 Macintoshes, 5 BA's, 3.5 kids and, well, you get the idea...) 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sun Aug 6 07:41:00 1995 
From: DUBE2@delphi.com 

Subject: Re: The "What's appropriate...." 

Message-ID: <O1HTQK8063888Y6EAP@delphi. com> 


I believe that this list started with those who wanted to discuss tube 
gear. The idea was to keep the number of posts down by keeping 
discussions limited to tube gear and relevant issues. Even with that, I 
have to sort through about 200 messages a day here. I've nothing against 
solid-state discussions, but imagine what happens to the number of posts 
per day if the list were to expand. 


Let's keep it focused. Those who want to discuss non-hollow-state stuff 
can easily create another list andkeep in touch here, too. 


73, 
Dube AB5AP <dube2@delphi. com> 


If we had to tolerate in others all that we permit in ourselves, life 
would be completely unbearable. -Georges Courtelline 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sun Aug 6 07:41:00 1995 
From: johnmb <johnmb@nando.net> 
Subject: Re: The "What's appropriate...." 


Message-ID: <Pine.SUN.3.91.950806072250 .1125A-100000@parsifal.nando.net> 
On Sun, 6 Aug 1995 DUBE2@delphi.com wrote: 


> I believe that this list started with those who wanted to discuss tube 

> gear. The idea was to keep the number of posts down by keeping 

> discussions limited to tube gear and relevant issues. Even with that, I 
> have to sort through about 200 messages a day here. I've nothing against 
> solid-state discussions, but imagine what happens to the number of posts 
> per day if the list were to expand. 
> 
> 
> 
> 


Let's keep it focused. Those who want to discuss non-hollow-state stuff 
can easily create another list andkeep in touch here, too. 


Excellently stated. Although I've wandered off the path 
of righteousness from time to time on this list, a gentle 
nudge from Jack and others ( THONK! :-) ) keeps things on 
course. 


Please, this is a is not an Elmers, antennas, or hi-fi list, 
nor is it " rec.radio.amateur.misc.with-nice-people-and-without- 
flaming." 


Lets keep it as the best, and only repository of information 
on vintage communications/ham gear on the net, populated 

by some of the friendliest and knowledgeable folks around. 
There's plenty of room for other niches out there. 


/john wb5oau 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sun Aug 6 23:12:00 1995 

From: "Tony Stalls (K4KY0O)" <j38@clark.net> 

Subject: Re: The "What's appropriate...." 

Message-ID: <Pine.SOL.3.91.950806091629 .15054A-100000@clark.net> 


On Sun, 6 Aug 1995 DUBE2@delphi.com wrote: 


I believe that this list started with those who wanted to discuss tube 
gear. The idea was to keep the number of posts down by keeping 
discussions limited to tube gear and relevant issues. Even with that, I 
have to sort through about 200 messages a day here. I've nothing against 
solid-state discussions, but imagine what happens to the number of posts 
per day if the list were to expand. 


VV VV VV 


> 
> Let's keep it focused. Those who want to discuss non-hollow-state stuff 
> can easily create another list andkeep in touch here, too. 


Hi Dube, 


It's true that there are a lot of messages and in truth, about half turn 

out to be of little or no interest to me. I just go down the list and hit 
the "D" (delete) key and make the ones that don't tickle my fancy go away. 
That's a much friendlier solution and judging from the unsolicited responses 
I've received, it's the group's overwhelming preference. 


73, 
Tony 
K4KYO 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sun Aug 6 07:41:00 1995 
From: Filip M Gieszczykiewicz <filip@smi.med.pitt.edu> 
Subject: Variacs and blowing parts 

Message-ID: <9508052333.AA27150@alpha.smi.med.pitt.edu> 


Greetings. Ok, so thins has little to do with tubes BUT, it might help 
preserve some (but see bottom of post for something to do with tubes) 
Still, this might be interesting. Electronics Now (formerly Radio 
Electronics) Magazine did a construction project on an "electronic 
fuse". You have a few basic ranges with a dial for fine-tuning the 
tolerated point at which the relay shuts off power. 


I have built one months ago and it's VERY handy for what I do (mainly 
repairs for friends of common goods). It sure has cut down on the 
number of fuses I go through in testing! 


If one were to use one of these "fuses" and set it for the correct 
amerage (maybe a bit lower - for extra protection since the unit doesn't 
really experience a SURGE because it's not turned on suddenly) and 

then brought up in voltage... would it help reduce fried innards? 


I would think so. You can always set it up a bit higher and see what 
gets warm so you can pin-point what exactly will fry next ;-) 


I'll look up the issue... can't find it off hand. 
Take care. 


P.S. A friend of mine has a BUNCH (100-200) of boxed, unused tubes. 
I will be doing a list next time I get there. Many metal-encased 


tubes. Most are from radio/TV repair but some older "bulb" types. 
Tis so sad, I destroyed so many of the nicer ones in my silly 
youth :-( Live and learn. I'll put a SMALL post up when I have 
it and e-mail it to anyone interested. Might take a few weeks. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sun Aug 6 23:12:00 1995 
From: davidh@gn2.getnet.com (Dave Hollander) 

Subject: Wanted: SX-28 Cabinet 

Message-ID: <v01530505ac4b7626574a@[10.0.2.15]> 


Greetings all. This is my first post to this list and xhopefullyx I am 
doing things correctly. 


I am looking for a clean (no rust), undamaged cabinet for an SX-28 
receiver. The receiver I have had its cabinet damaged in shipment due to 
improper packing. Fortunately, the receiver/chassis was not damaged. 
Anybody have one laying around that they want to part with? 


73, 
Dave N7RK 


KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKEKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKEKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKK 


Dave N7RK 
Phoenix, Arizona 


Bear a 
davidh@getnet.com (o!o) N7RK @ N7MRP.AZ.USA.NOAM 
Sc mr Se lr acim“ ce OO00= () “0000s smeatic tam inaie cinin aire Rem = 
E-Mail Address Packet Radio Address 
Amateur "Ham" Radio Call - N7RK ex-N7RK/ZB2, VK2ERK, ZMOAIN, WB6NRK 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sun Aug 6 23:12:00 1995 
From: Damon Z Cassell <dcassell@lynx.dac.neu.edu> 
Subject: Wellesley ARS Flea Rpt. 

Message-ID: <199508061555.LAA16162@lynx.dac.neu.edu> 


The Wellesley Massachusetts ARS held a small fleamarket on the campus of 
Babson College today (Sunday). I've heard that they do this several 
times a year. This was my first attendence. 


This flea was xrealx small, taking up about 1/2 of a basketball court. 
My guess was about 300-400 people in attendence. 


A few BA's showed up: 


Hammarlund HQ-140-X, very excellent, $150 
Hallicrafters SX-111, fair, $50 
Hallicrafters S-38C, good, $65 

Johnson Viking Mobile, fair, price unknown 
Johnson Viking Matchbox, good, $125 

Heath DX-60B, good, followed me home for $25 


And numerous test gear, that I didn't price... 


Not a bad showing for a event of this size. Don't pass up the small 
ones! 


Damon Cassell, WU1T 
dcassell@lynx.dac.neu.edu 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sun Aug 6 23:12:00 1995 
From: FRANCIS4@AppleLink.Apple.COM (Francis, Dexter) 
Subject: Writing 100 times; Cathode = 

Message-ID: <807743959.2484019@AppleLink.Apple.COM> 


Roberta kindly pointed out my incorrect mixing of metaphores. 
I stand humble, repentant and corrected! 


Cathode = Emitter 
Grid = Gate 
Anode = Collector 


(I knew that, but somehow it got mixed up making the trip from my head to my 
hands!) 


-df 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sun Aug 6 23:12:00 1995 
From: nielw@ix.netcom.com (Niel Wiegand) 

Subject: WTB: HX-50 Manual Copy and Bezel 

Message-ID: <199508061245.FAA17952@1ix2.ix.netcom.com> 


A Hammarlund HX-50 followed me home from Summerfest yesterday. I'm in 
need of the piece that frames the dial and also a readable manual. 


tnx es 73, Niel - WA5VLZ 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sun Aug 6 23:12:00 1995 

From: "Tony Stalls (K4KY0O)" <j38@clark.net> 

Subject: Re: WTB: HX-50 Manual Copy and Bezel 

Message-ID: <Pine.SOL.3.91.950806093954 .15054B-100000@clark.net> 


On Sun, 6 Aug 1995, Niel Wiegand wrote: 


> A Hammarlund HX-50 followed me home from Summerfest yesterday. I'm in 
> need of the piece that frames the dial and also a readable manual. 


Neil, 


You can get a good quality reproduced HX-50 manual from W7FG Manuals for 
$17. 


He has a xveryx easy number for a BA'er to remember too: 800-807-6146 


73, 
Tony 
K4KYO 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sun Aug 6 07:41:00 1995 

From: "Ray L. Mote" <rmote@rain.org> 

Subject: Re: Xtal Grinding 

Message-ID: <Pine.SUN.3.91.950805190025 .11937B-100000@coyote.rain.org> 


1. Bon Ami powdered cleanser makes a good grinding paste. Been using 
that for over 30 years now. 


2. The plate glass out of the front of an xoldx (BA-era) TV set makes a 
good grinding surface. Just spread the paste on the glass and have at it 
xveryx gently with a circular motion. 


3. ***N E V E Rexx try to grind both sides of a crystal using this 
technique! Put a bit of permanent ink or whatever on one side before 
starting, to show you which side xnot* to grind on each attempt. 
(Translation: always grind the same side.) 


4. Never tried grinding the edges. Will have to let those with 
experience talk about it. 


5. I've never had decent results more than 5-7 Kc away, if I remember 
correctly. (Yeah, I've got Crumbling Mind Syndrome like a lot of other 
folks.) 


6. There were a number of articles written on this topic in QST, CQ, 73, 
etc. If you can get next to a CD-ROM version of "From Beverages Through 
Oscar", you might do a search on XTAL and grinding. 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sun Aug 6 23:12:00 1995 
From: "Roberta J. Barmore" <rbarmore@indy.net> 
Subject: Re: Xtal Grinding 

Message-ID: <Pine.3.89.9508060702 .A2502-0100000@indy2> 


Hi! 
I'd like to expand on the following, for the benefit of the younger 
folks. (It's just a good thing my rheumatiz' isn't actin' up, Sonny! <wink>) 


On Sat, 5 Aug 1995, Ray L. Mote wrote: 
> 3. ***N E V E Rexx try to grind both sides of a crystal using this 
> technique! 


Occurs to me it's might not be clear xwhyx this is so--you see, if we 
want our xtal to be a good one, both sides need to be xparallelx (if not, 
you can end up with a dead'un--or worse) and remain at the original angle 
to the crystalline structure of the quartz. In particular, the AT-cut is 
a bit fussy; you can think of this common cut as a way to combine the 
frequency vs. temperature characteristics of the ol' X and Y-cut rocks, 
which are opposite in sign but of differing slopes. [Real Engineering and 
Science types among us will know I'm glossing over a lot in that 
assertion, but it covers the gross effects]. Get too far off, you've got 
a drifty rock, and the poor feller with a super-solid-state-wWhizbang 
Wonder xcvr will xnotx be able to follow you; he doesn't know from drift. 

A hardware-store micrometer might be very useful for checking 
parallelism, especially if you plan to do a lot of crystals. (At what 
they're getting for 'em new, moving the surplus ones is pretty 
attractive!) 

There's also some things having to do with surface smoothness that come 
into play, and saving at least one of the original surfaces helps keep the 
rock active--might be wise to put the side you've been grinding against 
the plate that's got a spring right back of it; last time I opened up a 
junk FT-243-type holder, there was only a spring on one side. (Dunno if 
they're all that way). 


Oh, the flattish metal spring I mentioned in an earlier post can be 


found in some types of mil-surplus crystal holders. (I found the 
article). Interested parties can e-mail me for details & such. Think it 
was the March '62 CQ. 


A source tells me Petersen is looking to get back into crystals for ham 
gear. Anyone know for sure? Can't seem to find their number.... 


73, 
- -Bobbi 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Sun Aug 6 23:12:00 1995 

From: johnmb <johnmb@nando.net> 

Subject: Re: Xtal tech 

Message-ID: <Pine.SUN.3.91.950806091350 .5424A-100000@parsifal.nando.net> 


A somewhat involved, but excellent text on crystal 
technology is: 


Theory and Operation of Quartz Crystals 
by Virgil Bottoms (sp?) 


I am not sure whether this is in print or not, and it 
does have some matrix differential equations in there, 
(that I vaguely remember being able to solve, at one 
point! :-) ), but try and find any OTHER texts directly 
solely at crystal technology. 


I believe the author is/was a professor at a university 
in Texas somewhere, and is regarded as the expert in things 
piezoelectrically quartz. 


Worth looking for if you're interested in such things. 
/john 
wb5oau 


